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CalVDRS Background

• State based surveillance system
• National Violent Death Reporting System (NVDRS) through the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
• Links multiple sources of data for violent deaths that occur in 

California 
• Related deaths are linked in multi-victim incidents
• Captures information regarding victim demographics, suspect 

details, fatal weapon(s), toxicology, circumstances



Multiple Sources of Data
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Annual Data Products
• Homicide in California, 2020 
• Suicide in California, 2020 
• Infographic: Suicide in California, 2020 
• Firearm-Related Deaths in California, 2020 
• Violent Deaths Involving Multiple Victims in California, 2020 
• CalVDRS Deaths (full CalVDRS profile as well as individual county-

level profiles for all counties providing data)

All are available as Data Quick Links on CDPH’s CalVDRS webpage:
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/Pages/California-Violent-Death-Reporting-

System-(CalVDRS).aspx

4

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA%20Violent%20Death%20Reporting%20System%20(CalVDRS)/CalVDRS_Homicide_FactSheet_2020.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA%20Violent%20Death%20Reporting%20System%20(CalVDRS)/CalVDRS_Suicide_FactSheet_2020.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA%20Violent%20Death%20Reporting%20System%20(CalVDRS)/CalVDRS_SuicideInfograph_2020.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA%20Violent%20Death%20Reporting%20System%20(CalVDRS)/CalVDRS_FirearmRelatedDeath2020.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA%20Violent%20Death%20Reporting%20System%20(CalVDRS)/CalVDRS_Multi-Vtms_FactSheet_2020.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CA%20Violent%20Death%20Reporting%20System%20(CalVDRS)/CalVDRSDeaths2020.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/Pages/California-Violent-Death-Reporting-System-(CalVDRS).aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/SACB/Pages/California-Violent-Death-Reporting-System-(CalVDRS).aspx


CalVDRS Suicide Dashboard

• Developed to share more data that is collected (i.e. circumstances, 
toxicology)

• Filter data by county of death, year, and other options
• Can select multiple counties for a ‘regional’ look for a single year
• Can select multiple years for a single county for an aggregate look
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Changes based on filter options selected
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Data to Action

• Unique data source for public health to use that combines vital 
records, law enforcement, and coroner/medical examiners into one 
database

• Participating counties can look at their data year over year and 
aggregated 

• More information than provided in individual county profiles

• Useful for informing suicide prevention planning and suicide 
awareness activities
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How to Participate

• If your county isn’t participating, email us at CalVDRS@cdph.ca.gov 

• Public health support shows Coroner and Medical Examiners that this 
is valuable data

• Relationship building with Coroner and Medical Examiners helps 
support their participation in CalVDRS
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Thank you and Acknowledgements

• Carl Ganz
• Akbar Esfahani
• AgreeYa
• The ADA Compliance Team
• The ESS Team

Navjot Kaur, MPH (Navjot.Kaur@cdph.ca.gov)

Questions can also be directed to: CalVDRS@cdph.ca.gov

mailto:Navjot.Kaur@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:Cal-Enhanced@cdph.ca.gov
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