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COMPREHENSIVE SUICIDE RELATED CARE

Building Hope & Safety Santa Cruz - Countywide
Training on the Columbia (C-SSRS) and Stanley-Brown

Santa Cruz County

Santa Cruz County utilized grant funding from SAMHSA (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration) to
launch Building Hope and Safety Santa Cruz, a project designed to implement key activities from the County’s first
Suicide Prevention Strategic Plan. The County contracted with Applied Crisis Training and Consulting, Inc. to design a
customized training program on the Columbia Suicide Severity Rating Scale (C-SSRS) and Stanley-Brown Safety Plan
that would be eligible for Continuing Education Units across a wide variety of professional certifications. All Behavioral
Health staff were required to attend the training and community behavioral health providers were urged to attend. The
Building Hope and Safety team encouraged all service providers to integrate these tools into service delivery and
consider incorporation into local policies, procedures, and electronic health record systems. Four full-day trainings were
scheduled and advertised widely throughout the community, with over 300 individuals trained (and 6 CEUs offered for
all, free of charge). Additionally, the contracted organization provided consultation for local service providers on
policies, practices, scoring and triage, and documentation considerations, to further support the countywide use of
these evidence-based tools by a wide range of those in a position to help.
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Project Director -- Building Hope and Safety,
Santa Cruz, ACT President

Benjamin Gray, M.Ed., BCBA
ACT Training Specialist

Dutch James, BA, Biology
ACT Training Director

Gabriel Ramos, BA, Psychology
ACT Program Coordinator

Devon Oksen, ACT Assistant Program Director

The ACT Instructor Team has over 15 years working
in suicide prevention, intervention, postvention
(including direct services, curating and creating
skill-based training programs, etc.). Staff have
significant experience implementing safety
strategies, conducting risk assessments and
intervention, and implementing evidence-based
practices and trainings for professionals and

paraprofessionals in California.

Services is a provider
approved by California
Consortium of Addiction
Programs and Professions
Credentialing (CCAPP-EI),
Provider Number #4S-99-419-
0220, for 6 CEH'S.

SCC Behavioral Health
Services is approved by the
California Psychological
Association (CPA) OPD to
sponsor 6 hours of continuing
professional education for
psychologists in California.
SCCBHS maintains
responsibility for the program
and its content. Provider #
SAN 121.

Using evidence-based tools
(Columbia Scale and Stanley &
Brown Safety Plan) within a system
of care and community, to achieve
better safety outcomes.

Start time: 9:00 a.m.
End time: 5:00 p.m.
Lunch break: 12:15 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Cost: Free (supported through
Building Hope and Safety
Santa Cruz)

Register here

for one date:
forms.office.com/r

of collaboration with a person-at-
risk in the course of intervention.

» Report increased familiarity with
local prevention, intervention,
and postvention supports and
resources, as well as how to

connect someone with
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and effectiveness utilizing the

C-SSRS screener and

assessment tools during clinical

assessment and client
interactions.

» Report increased knowledge of

how to utilize the Stan

ley &

Brown Safety Plan tool in
conducting an effective
intervention and disposition.

» Identify useful tools and
resources for consistent
debriefing and for addressing
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Cancellation & Grievance Policy: Satvices is opproved by the compassion fatigue.
-For questions, comments, or grievances about this NOVEMBER 4

CE course content or delivery, or to request special
accommodations, please email
bh.trainingesantacruzcounty.us

-We appreciate one week notice for special
accommodations requests, please email
bh.trainingesantacruzcounty.us

-We kindly request cancellation notice by email

3 days in advance, please email

infoeappliedcrisistraining.com

California Board of
Behavioral Sciences to offer
6 hours of CAMFT Continuing

Education*. SCCBHS
maintains responsibility for
the program and its content.
Includes CAMFT Provider #
71620
*Also covers LCSW and LPCC

SANTA CRUZ CIVIC

NOVEMBER 15
TWIN LAKES (APTOS)

DECEMBER 2 9:00-5:00
WATSONVILLE CIVIC

JANUARY 23, 2023
VIRTUAL 9:00-5:00

» Report increased knowledge of
resources for those affected by

suicide death.

» Report being prepared to
connect those affected by suicide
death with resources or care.

Please note: Providers must disclose, prior to registration, any
known commercial support for CE programs or instructors.
Any other relationships that could be reasonably construed as

a conflict of interest also must be disclosed.

For more information, please contact Santa Cruz County (Andrea Turnbull - Andrea.Turnbull@santacruzcountyca.gov)

or Applied Crisis Training and Consulting, Inc. (Ben Gray - ben@appliedcrisistraining.com).
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