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MENTAL 
HEALTH 
POLICY 
FELLOWSHIP 
PROJECT OVERVIEW

Background 
Assembly Bill 1134 (Gloria), Chapter 412, Statutes 
of 2017 authorizes the Commission to establish  
a Mental Health Policy Fellowship for a mental 
health professional and a mental health consumer.

The Opportunity 
The Commission seeks to expand mental health 
leadership through the establishment of two 
fellowships opportunities. The Sally Zinman 
Consumer and Rusty Selix Mental Health 
Professional Fellows will apply their expertise 
and background to all aspects of the Commission’s 
work. At the same time, this Fellowship program 

will serve to bolster the Commission’s ties with the 
research community, mental health practitioners 
around the state, and the stakeholder community 
by bringing members of those communities into 
the Commission’s staff for a year to work on policy 
projects. The Mental Health Services Act states that 
people with lived experience should be engaged 
in all aspects of decision-making regarding mental 
health policies and programs. Establishing the 
Fellowship allows the Commission to add to the 
strategies already in place to ensure the expertise of 
consumers and practitioners are embedded in the 
Commission’s operations and work. 
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The Fellowship program established by the  
Commission seeks to:

• Expand opportunities for consumers and 
practitioners to inform the work of the 
Commission and public policy.

• Create professional opportunities for consumers 
and practitioners to be exposed to the policy 
process and the work of the Commission.

• Highlight the value of lived experience and 
experience in mental health practice in informing 
policy and the oversight and accountability work 
of the Commission.

• Enhance opportunities for the Commission to 
understand new and emerging challenges facing 
California’s mental health system through the lens 
of practitioners and persons with lived experience. 

To reach the goals and to guide the 
Fellowship, the Commission will create an 
advisory committee to explore the following 
components:

• Establish eligibility criteria, application, and 
selection process.

• Develop branding, outreach, application 
dissemination and communication approach.

• Explore mentor and staffing support strategy  
for Fellows.

• Identify administrative practices for the 
Fellowship – compensation, health insurance, 
workers compensation insurance, reimbursement 
and other personnel and administrative needs. 

The Commission intends to select new Fellows on 
an annual basis.

The Fellowships 
The goal of the Commission’s Mental Health Policy Fellowship is to strengthen the Commission’s work by 
creating improved understanding and awareness of the Mental Health Services Act, and the Commission’s 
strategies to achieve the goals of the Act. The Commission will establish two paid, year-long, high-level policy 
fellowships for a mental health consumer and for a mental health professional to work with the Commission and 
Commission staff on the core work of the Commission, or on a project-by-project basis. 



Accessibility Report

		Filename: 

		21-OAC-2268_Fellowship_Overview_FIN 2.pdf



		Report created by: 

		Christine Calvin

		Organization: 

		



 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]

Summary

The checker found no problems in this document.

		Needs manual check: 1

		Passed manually: 1

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 2

		Passed: 28

		Failed: 0



Detailed Report

		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting




Back to Top

