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AB 2279 (Cooley)  

Mental Health Services Act: Transparency

 

Bill Summary 
 
The Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) 
provides funding to county-run programs that 
treat and prevent mental illness. Currently, 
program funding and outcomes are not made 
accessible to the public in an easy to understand 
format. AB 2279 requires that information about 
state-wide and county-by-county funding for 
mental health programs be made available to the 
public to enhance accountability, outcomes, and 
facilitate program improvement.  
 

Problem 
 
Counties that receive MHSA funding for mental 
health programs are required to report financial 
information to the Department of Health Care 
Services (DHCS) annually.  Some counties make 
this information available to the public on their 
own websites while others do not.  Currently, 
there is no single repository with this 
information, making it difficult for taxpayers, 
mental health advocates, and consumers to see 
which mental health programs are available and 
how MHSA funds are spent county-by-county 
and state-wide.  The lack of information shared 
makes it difficult for high performing programs 
to influence lower performing programs across 
county lines, and for consumers to compare 
programs to identify services that best address 
their needs.  
 
Also, currently, there is no county-by-county or 
state-wide picture of where the MHSA funds 
mental health programs. Without this 
information it makes it impossible to gauge 
performance metrics for funding. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Solution 

B 2279 will bolster transparency about how th
HSA funds mental health programs. This bill 

equires county-by-county funding information 
o be compiled annually by the DHCS and mad
vailable on the Mental Health Services 
versight and Accountability Commission’s 
ebsite to promote better outcomes, facilitate 
rogram improvement, and enhance 
ccountability to the public.  
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Background 
 
In 2004, California voters passed Proposition 63, 
the MHSA, to transform the mental health 
system. The MHSA aimed to address serious 
mental illness, create prevention and intervention 
programs, and spur innovation to identify best 
practices to treat and prevent mental illness. The 
MHSA funds county-run programs that serve 
individuals in need of services through a 1% tax 
on personal income above $1 million. It was the 
voters’ intent that Proposition 63 funds are spent 
in the most cost-effective manner and that 
services are provided following best practices, 
with local and state oversight to ensure 
accountability to the public. 
 
Existing law requires each county to report 
information about how MHSA funds were spent 
and how they plan to spend MHSA funds to the 
DHCS.  
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